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PURPOSE

A Ringette Saskatchewan event sanction is mandatory to insure that all standards, as established by the RAS, are met at each and every event.  The compliance by the host committee ensures that the event will provide a safe and enjoyable experience to all participants.
All tournaments must obtain a Ringette Saskatchewan Event Sanction (this includes one-day tournaments).

APPLICATION FORM
In order to obtain a Ringette Saskatchewan Event Sanction for your tournament the RAS Sanctioning Application Form must be completed and sent to the Ringette Saskatchewan office along with the $200 Bond.

This application must include a description of the event, time, location, contact person, format of the event, age divisions participating, etc.
BOND

There is a $200 Bond required to sanction any tournament.  This $200 Bond must be received by the Ringette Saskatchewan office with the Sanctioning Application Form.

This $200 Bond is fully refundable upon receipt of the follow-up information (received within 14 days of the completion of the event) and confirmation that all policies and procedures have been followed during the tournament.

PERMITS

When the RAS Sanctioning Application Form and $200 Bond have been received and approved by Ringette Saskatchewan, a Sanctioning Permit(s) will be sent the host committee.

These Permits MUST be posted in all venues being used during the event.

RAS WEBSITE

All RAS Sanctioned tournaments will be posted on the RAS web page.

RESPONSIBILITIES & REQUIREMENTS

Failure to abide by the following requirements will result in forfeiture of the $200 Bond and could also jeopardize eligibility for further sanctions.
1. The host committee will determine the event format and tie-breaking procedure

2. Ringette Canada Official Rules will govern all RAS sanctioned play, but may be amended by the host committee
3. All games must be officiated by two certified and registered Ringette officials
4. All players, coaches and bench staff must be registered with their provincial governing body in order to participate
5. The Host committee must verify rosters of participating Saskatchewan teams through the RAS website a minimum of three (3) days prior to the tournament.  The Host committee is responsible for verifying rosters of out-of-province teams with their respective provincial governing bodies.  The use of overage players and player pick-ups are at the discretion of the Host committee.
6. Each Tournament Host committee is responsible for determining and managing the tournament protest procedures they wish to use (the procedures used at the Provincial Championships are listed at the end of this document). 

7. Communities will be required to uphold and enforce suspensions as a condition of RAS membership. The period of suspension may be increased by Community Associations or leagues, but cannot under any circumstances be reduced by any individual or association other than the RAS.  Suspended individuals are ineligible to participate in sanctioned play until the conditions of their suspension have been fully served.

8. Upon conclusion of the tournament, the following items must be forwarded to the RAS office;

A. If applicable, within 48 hours of conclusion of the tournament, RAS must be notified by phone, email or fax of any suspensions issued.  A copy of the Incident Report Form and corresponding game sheets must also be submitted.

B. Within fourteen days of conclusion the following items must be submitted to the Ringette Saskatchewan office:
· Follow-up Report Form (both sides completed)

· Copy of the tournament draw
· Copies of all Saskatchewan team rosters, including bench staff
· Incident Report Form (3-part), if applicable

· Any game sheets dealing with suspensions served
CONSEQUENCES
The following breaches of the Sanctioning policy will result in the Host Committee losing their $200 bond and further sanctioning rights for a specified period:

1) Failure to submit complete follow-up information within 14 days of their event

2) Failure to verify team rosters

3) Failure to sanction the event
4) Failure to use certified and registered officials

The following breaches of the Sanctioning policy will result in the offending team losing their right to participate in further sanctioned events for a specified period:

1) Participating in an unsanctioned event.

2) Using uncertified or unregistered bench staff 
3) Using players not appearing on their registration form without permission of the Host Committee
4) Using unregistered players
The following breaches of the Sanctioning policy will result in the offending individual losing their right to participate in further sanctioned events for a specified period:

1) Participating in an unsanctioned event

2) Participating in an event when they are not registered

3) Participating in an event with a team with whom they are not registered without the permission of the host committee

EXAMPLE OF TOURNAMENT PROTEST PROCEDURES
1. The following procedure is used by RAS at the Provincial Championships and may be used as a guideline.

a) Protest and Grievance Committee 

The RAS Vice President of Competitions, or designate, will chair each Provincial Championship Protest and Disciplinary Committee.  The Chair will appoint a minimum of three additional people to serve on each of theses committees.  These committees will include, but are not limited to, representation from the host committee, an RAS Board member and the RAS Officiating Supervisor, or designate.  The RAS Executive Director or Technical Director may serve on this committee as a non-voting advisor. 

b) Circumstances for a Protest

No protests shall be entertained against an officials' judgment.  Protests may be based on the belief that an infringement or misrepresentation of the rules was applied.

c) Protest Procedures
A Protest must be submitted in writing along with a $50 deposit (cash, money order or certified cheque) to an RAS representative within 30 minutes upon completion of the game they are protesting.  The Protest and Grievance Committee will immediately notify the coach of the non-filing team of receipt of the same.  The Committee will meet within two hours of notification of the protest.  Should an unforeseen circumstance not allow the committee to meet before the next game of the suspended individual, that individual will remain suspended until the committee may meet.  The Committee may address on-ice officials, minor officials and one representative from each team.  The decision of the Protest and Grievance Committee will be communicated to both teams within one hour of the committee's meeting.  The decision is final and non-appealable.  If the protest is upheld a refund of the $50 bond will be granted.

PRIVATE 
SUSPENSIONS tc  \l 1 "8.4
MATCH & MISCONDUCT SUSPENSIONS"
RAS will recognize all suspensions issued at sanctioned play, in or out of province.  Additionally, RAS may honor suspensions issued by other Ringette governing authorities upon timely notification.  An RAS sanction requires tournament host committees to comply. 

1. Procedures for Match & Misconduct Penalties
Should a match or misconduct penalty be assessed during RAS sanctioned play, an incident report will be filed by the officials after the game.  One copy of this report is retained by the reporting official and the remaining three copies are turned in to the Tournament Host committee.  Upon receipt of the incident report from the official, the Tournament Host committee will immediately notify the suspended individual and their head coach of the imposed suspension.

As part of the tournament follow-up requirements, the RAS must receive notification from the Tournament Host committee of all suspensions within 48 hours upon completion of the tournament in which the penalty was assessed.  Failure by the Tournament Host committee to notify the RAS may result in not being able to sanction further events and/or the forfeiture of their $200 Bond.  Failure by the officials to complete an Incident Report Form may result in disciplinary action against these individuals.  

The RAS will follow-up with written notification of the suspension and games served, if applicable, to the suspended individual, their head coach and their local association, if applicable.

2. Penalties and Consequences
The following Ringette Canada guidelines are the minimum requirement for suspensions.  Host Committees may impose a higher number of games but may not, under any circumstance reduce the number of games for a given infraction.

Misconduct Penalties
Any individual assessed a misconduct will receive a minimum, automatic one game suspension.  Certain misconducts are considered to be more severe and, therefore, will result in a longer suspension.  For example:


Action





Suspension

Coach Pulling Team from Ice 
2 Games


Excessive Verbal Abuse of an Official
2 Games


Match Penalties

Any individual assessed a match penalty will be assessed a minimum of three games to a maximum of seven depending on the severity of the penalty.  For example:


Action
Suspension

Hair Pulling
3 Games


Face Masking
3 Games


Head Butting
3 Games


Spearing
4 Games


Butt Ending
4 Games


Stick Swinging
4 Games


Kicking
4 Games


Deliberate Attempt to Injure
4 Games


Fighting:  


Instigating
4 Games

Participating in
2 Games




(Including those in addition to original two participants)



Abuse of an Official:


Physical:


Minimal (touch/brush)
3 Games


Moderate (shove)
5 Games


Excessive (punch/attempt to punch/push causing fall)
7 Games

3. Serving Suspensions

· All suspensions must be served during the next sanctioned games in which the suspended individual participates, either within or out-of-province

· Suspended individuals are ineligible to participate in any sanctioned play until the conditions of their suspension have been fully served.

· Suspended individuals will not be permitted to direct any member of their team, be in or about the dressing room or bench area before, during or after any game played by any team they are affiliated with.  

· Should an individual be participating in more than one role during a sanctioned competition, the suspension applies to all roles held by that individual.  The suspension must be served in the same capacity in which it was received (player, team staff or official).  The individual will not be allowed to participate in any other role until their suspension has been served in full. Examples: 
(a) A player issued a three game suspension must serve 3 games as a player and will not be allowed to participate in any other role while suspended.
(b) An individual coaching more than one team would be allowed to serve their required suspension with any team they are a registered coach with
· The suspended individual must appear on all game sheets for the duration of their suspension.  The suspended individual’s name must be crossed out and the word “suspended” must appear
· If the suspension is not fully served at the tournament in which it was received, the suspended individual or their head coach must notify the RAS office of which sanctioned tournament they will next be attending.  The RAS will, in turn, notify the host committee.
· Exhibition games do not qualify for the serving of suspensions.
· Any suspended individual who violates the terms of their suspension as outlined above will be subject to further discipline

APPEALING SUSPENSIONS 
Ringette Saskatchewan is committed to providing a fair hearing for individuals who feel that a suspension has been wrongly applied or profoundly assessed during RAS sanctioned play.  The tournament host committee is not responsible for providing an appeals process.  The RAS President will chair the Appeals Committee and a minimum of three additional Board members, as identified by the Chair in each instance, will serve on the Appeals Committee.  The Executive Director or Technical Director will be a non-voting member of this committee.

1. Conditions For Appeal

The RAS will entertain an appeal on any suspension with exception of the following non-appealable circumstances:
· The minimum Ringette Canada suspension of one game, in addition to the game ejection, for Misconduct and Match penalties
· A suspension that was issued directly by the Board of Directors 

Note:  Suspensions issued during league play are the responsibility of the local association and are not appealable with the RAS.

2. Appeal Procedure
· An appeal must be initiated within 7 days after which the suspension was issued

· The appellant, or their representative, must submit a written appeal and a $50 bond (certified cheque, money order or cash) to the RAS office.  Visual recordings of the incident or written reports from unbiased witnesses may be submitted for the Committees consideration.

· Within a further 7 days upon receipt of the appeal, the Chair of the Appeals Committee shall complete an investigation to determine if a hearing is required

· If a hearing is required, the Appeals Committee shall meet within 7 days of that decision
· The RAS will send to the appellant, by registered mail, the final decision of the Committee.  This notice will be forwarded within 24 hours of the hearing.

· If the appeal is upheld, the $50 bond will be returned.

· Suspended individuals are ineligible to participate in sanctioned play until the decision on their appeal has been reached.

